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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman : 

Councillor  J.  NOCTOR. 


Member  ex-officio : 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council — Councillor  J.  COOK. 


Members : 

Councillors — G.  S.  Bell,  E.  B.  Benson,  Rev.  A.  W.  Binns, 
H.  J.  Branney,  j.  W.  Harrison,  J.  E.  High, 
Rev.  F.  K.  McCann,  R.  H.  Pearson,  J.  J. 
Richardson,  P.  Rogers,  W.  Roe,  B.  Smith. 


STAFF. 

J.  W.  INNES,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

x*|J.  BUTTERY  ...  ...  ...  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

*tR.  M.  HOWELLS  ...  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 

Miss  1.  Davidson  ...  ...  ...  ...  Clerk 

[Joint  appointment  with  Whitehaven) 

Miss  1.  Benn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Typist 


* — Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

t — Certificate  Meat  and  Other  Foods  (R.S.L). 

X — Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and 
Public  Works. 


Health  Department, 

53,  Duke  Street, 
Whitehaven. 

2nd  February,  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ennerdale  Rural  District  Council. 

]\Ir.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  for  the  year  1954. 


I have  had  to  prepare  this  Report  as  far  as  I could  before 
leaving  and  before  all  final  figures  were  available.  It  was 
not  possible  for  me  to  calculate  final  rates,  and,  therefore, 
to  make  comparisons  and  draw  conclusions  might  prove 
misleading  if  the  provisional  figures  and  rates  require  any 
considerable  adjustment  when  final  figures  are  available. 


Judging  by  the  provisional  figures,  I think  it  is  safe  to 
say  the  year  was  quite  a satisfactory  one  and  that  there  were 
no  outstanding  occurrences  calling  for  special  comment. 


Apart  from  a rather  severe  epidemic  of  measles  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  whooping  cough,  the  District  remained 
almost  free  from  disease  of  an  epidemic  character,  and  once 
again  there  was  not  a single  case  of  Diphtheria. 


To  conclude  this,  my  last  report,  I would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  grateful  thanks  to  all  members 
of  this  and  other  departments  for  their  willing  help  and 
co-operation  and  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
and  Housing  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and 
encouragement  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  health  of  the 
community. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  INNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


3 


ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  T— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ennerdale  in  acres  88,730 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  estimate  mid- 
year, 1954)  ...  28,610 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1954) 

according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  8,890 

Rateable  Value  (ist  April,  1954)  ...  ...  £i2%,/\^b 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £475 

IT— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS:  — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

265 

223 

488 

— Illegitimate 

10 

5 

15 

Total 

275 

228 

503 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

17.6 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

18.0 

' Still  Births — Legitimate 

9 

8 

17 

— Illegitimate 

— 

I 

I 

Total 

9 

9 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Births  ... 

. . . ... 

34-5 

DEA THS : — 

Deaths  (all  ages) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

195 

14T 

336 

of  population  ... 

H 

H 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

of  population  ... 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes : 

Rate  per  1,000 
(Live  & Still) 

Deaths 

Births 

Maternal  Causes 

excluding  abortion  . . . 

• • • 

nil 

nil 

Due  to  abortion 

nil 

nil 

Total 

nil 

nil 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : 

All  Infants  per  i,ooo  live  births  ...  ...  ...  36 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  35 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  67 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-GeneraLs  estimate  of  population  for  mid- 
year, 1954,  was  28,610,  an  increase  of  230  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  annual  figures  since  the  census  of  1951  are  as  follows : 

R.G/s  -mid-year 
Estimate 

29,640 

28,580 

28,380 

28,610 


17.6 

15.2 

15-7 

17-5 

16.4 


1951  Census  29,676 

1952  

1953  

1954  

BIRTHS. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ... 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland 
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The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  503 
— 275  males  and  228  females — of  whom  15 — 10  males  and  5 
females — were  illegitimate.  The  number  shows  a decrease  ot 
I.  The  Birth  Rate  was  17.6  per  1,000  of  population,  a figure 
which  is  0.2  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  and  2.4  over 
the  figure  for  the  country  as  a whole.  The  illegitimate  births 
represented  3.0%  of  the  total  live  births  as  against  3.8%  for 
the  previous  year  and  4.6  for  the  whole  country. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
births  and  the  average  annual  Birth  Rate  by  five-year  periods 
since  1936,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  the  actual  figure  since  1950:  — 


Pei’iod. 

Ennerdale  Rural  District 

EngJand  and  Wales. 

Average  Annual 
No.  of  Births. 

Average  Annual 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

Average  Annual 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

1936--1940 

443 

16.5 

14.7 

1941  1945 

506 

18.7 

16.2 

1946-4950 

576 

20.4 

18.0 

1951 

571 

19.3 

15.5 

1952 

543 

19.0 

15.3 

1953 

504 

17.8 

15.5 

1954 

503 

17.6 

15.2 
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DEATHS 

Death  Rate  per  i,ooo  of  population 
,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ... 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland 


II. 7 

11. 3 
12. 1 

11. 4 
II. 9 


The  nett  deaths  for  the  District  after  making  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  i.e.,  after  adding  the  num- 
ber of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  but  were 
normally  resident  in  the  District,  and  deducting  those  who  died 
in  the  District  but  were  normally  resident  outside,  numbered 
336 — 195  male  and  14 1 female — live  fewer  than  the  number 
for  the  previous  year. 


This  gives  a Crude  Death  Rate  of  11.7  as  compared  with 
12.0  for  the  previous  year,  a decrease  of  0.3  as  compared  with 
a decrease  of  o.i  for  the  countr}/  as  a whole. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  179,  Cancer  44,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
and  other  Respirator37  Diseases  34,  Motor  Vehicle  and  other 
accidents  15,  and  Tuberculosis  10. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  ot 
deaths  and  the  average  annual  Death  Rate  by  five-year  periods 
since  1936,  together  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  England 
and  Wales  and  the  actual  figures  since  1950:  — 


Ennerdale  Ei 

iral  District 

England  and  Wales 

Period 

Average  No. 
of 

Av.  Aimiial  Death 
Rate  per  1,000  of 

Average 

Hate  per  1,000 

deatlis 

population 

of  Population 

1936—40 

407 

15d 

12.5 

1941—45 

359 

12.5 

12.8 

1946-50 

355 

12.6 

12.7 

1951 

401 

13.5 

12.5 

1952 

341 

11.9 

11.3 

1953 

541 

12.0 

11.4 

1954 

356 

11.7 

11.3 
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The  following  two  Tables  show  the  age  at  death  of  all 
cases  and  causes  of  death. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

4 

4 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- — 

Measles 

— 

I 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  . . . 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ... 

3 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  . . . 

8 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

— 

4 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and 

— 

4 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ... 

10 

10 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

I 

I 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

27 

28 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

42 

17 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

6 

Other  Heart  Disease 

26 

II 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

12 

8 

Influenza 

5 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

6 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

6 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

6 

I 

Ldcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

0 

— 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 



Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

2 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

I 

I 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . . . 

15 

16 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

3 

2 

All  Other  Accidents 

8 

2 

Suicide 

I 



Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Total  All  Causes  ... 

195 

H 

H 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo 
live  births : — 

Legitimate,  35;  Illegitimate,  67;  Total,  36. 


England  and  Wales 
Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland 
County  of  Cumberland  ... 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  3/ear  of  age  numbered 
18 — 8 male  and  10  female.  This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  36,  which  is  10  more  than  the  rate  for  the  previous 
year.  Twelve  of  the  18  deaths  occurred  in  the  neo-natai 
period,  i.e.,  within  one  month  of  birth.  The  Neo-natai 
Mortality  Rate  was  23.9,  whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales 
was  17.7  per  1,000  related  live  births. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  which 
accounted  for  4 and  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  for  5.  The 
Mortality  Rate  for  male  children  was  29  and  for  female 
children  was  44. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number 
of  Infantile  Deaths  and  the  average  annual  rate  per  i,ooo 
live  births  by  five-year  periods  since  1936,  with  the  corres- 
ponding rate  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  actual  figures 
since  1950:  — 


Period. 

Ennerdale 

iJural  District 

1 

England  and  Wales 

Average  Annual  No. 
of  Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year 
of  age 

Average  Annual 
Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 

Average  Annual 
Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  j)er  1,000 
live  births 

1936—1940 

32 

73 

55 

1941  — 1945 

28 

55 

50 

1946—1950 

25 

43 

36 

1951 

26 

45 

30 

1952 

24 

44 

28 

1953 

13 

26 

27 

1954 

18 

36 

26 

INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH,  1954 
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BIRTHS,  INFANTILE  DEATHS,  AND  INFANTILE 
MORTALITY  BY  PARISHES. 

Infantile 


Registered 

Births 

Infantile 

Deaths 

Mortality 

Rate 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington 

...  68 

2 

29 

Cleator  Moor 

H 

o 

8 

76 

« 

Distington 

...  29 

— 

— 

Egremont 

- • • 

...  103 

5 

49 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

2 

— 

— 

Gosforth 

...  17 

— 

— 

Haile 

I 

— 

— 

Lamplugh 

• • • 

...  12 

— 

— 

Lowca 

...  21 

— 

— 

Lowside  Quarter 

...  4 

— 

— 

Moresby 

...  14 

I 

71 

Netherwasdale 

2 

— 

— 

Parton 

...  18 

2 

Ill 

Ponsonby 

2 

— 

— 

Rottington 

— 

— 

— 

St.  Bees 

...  14 

— 

— 

St.  BridgeFs 

...  7 

— 

— 

St.  John’s 

. . . 

...  15 

— 

— 

Weddicar 

...  7 

— 

— 

Registered  outside  District 

...  62 

Total 

• 503 

18 

36 
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B.—GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

I. —PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 

There  were  no  changes  during  the  year. 

IT— SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  the  same  as  set  out  in  previous  Reports. 


C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  on  the  Sanitary  work 
of  the  year  has  been  submitted  and  will  be  found  at  the  end 
of  this  report. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47. 

Apart  from  applications  for  renewal  of  an  Order  already 
obtained,  no  proceedings  were  required. 


D.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

L— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE,  OTHER  THAN  TUBER- 
CULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  1954,  are  shown  by  age,  admis- 
sion to  hospital,  and  deaths,  in  the  accompanying  Table. 
Apart  from  an  extensive  outbreak  of  measles  and  a consider- 
able amount  of  whooping  cough,  there  was  ver}^  little  disease 
of  an  epidemic  character  during  the  year. 

Apart  from  Pneumonia  and  Tuberculosis  there  were  three 
deaths  during  the  year  from  notifiable  disease — 2 children 
who  died  from  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  one  of  whom  was  not 
notified,  and  one  child  who  died  from  Measles. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Scarlet  Fever 

Ten  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
giving  a rate  of  0.35  per  1,000  of  population,  compared  with 
0.97  for  England  and  Wales.  No  case  was  admitted  to 
hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  as  against  a rate 
of  0.004  pel'  1,000  of  population  for  the  whole  country. 

DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS 

Immunisation  of  children  in  the  area  was  commenced 
under  local  arrangements  in  1936. 

The  County  Council  is  now  the  responsible  authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  I am  indebted  to 
the  Divisional  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  the  Table  on  page  17  to  be  continued. 

During  1954  a total  of  437  new  immunisations  were  com- 
pleted— 377  in  the  0-5  years-of-age  group,  and  60  in  the  5-15 
years-of-age  group.  This  represents  a decrease  of  120  in  the 
number  immunised  as  compared  with  1953. 

In  addition  349  children  were  re-immunised.  Re- 
immunisation  is  available  for  children  who  have  been  im- 
munised in  infancy  and  are  now  beginning  school,  and  for 
older  children  whose  immunisation  was  done  more  than 
four  years  ago. 

The  total  number  of  children  immunised  since  the  scheme 
was  begun  locally  in  1936,  has  now  reached  the  total  of 
12,226  and  these  are  shown  by  ages  at  the  time  of  their 
original  immunisation  in  the  accompanying  Table. 

Percentages  of  Child  Population  Immunised 
(a)  0-5  years  of  age 

The  number  of  children  in  the  age-groups  1950-54  inclusive 
who  were  immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1954,  and  of 
whom  the  Authority  has  details,  was  1,471,  a nett  loss  for 
the  year  of  45.  The  Registrar-General  does  not  supply  a 
figure  for  this  group,  but  on  a local  estimate  the  percentage 
of  those  immunised  within  the  ages  of  0 to  5 years  works 
out  at  52,  which  is  two  per  cent,  lower  than  the  figure  for 
1953.  Immunisation  is  given  free  at  the  County  Welfare 
Clinics,  and  it  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  that  there  are  still 
parents  so  apathetic  as  to  neglect  this  most  vital  protection. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Persons  Inoculated  Each  Year  1936 — 1954 
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(b)  5-15  years  of  age 

The  number  of  children  in  the  age-group  1940-49  inclusive 
who  were  immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1954,  of  whom 
the  Authority  has  details,  was  4,720,  56  more  than  the  figure 
for  the  previous  year.  For  this  group  the  Registrar-General 
likewise  does  not  supply  a figure  but  on  a local  estimate  the 
percentage  immunised  works  out  at  practically  100,  as  in 
the  previous  year.  It  should,  however,  be  pointed  out  that 
the  Table  does  not  allow  for  deaths,  removals,  etc.,  in  the 
numbers  shown.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  the  group 
has  been  to  all  intents  wholly  immunised. 

(c)  Over  15  years  of  age 

The  number  over  15  years  of  age  on  the  31st  December, 
1954,  who  have  been  immunised  was  6,035  addition  to 
whom  1,168  were  immunised  under  County  arrangements  in 
1936,  in  the  then  age-groups  11-14,  in  connection  with 
attendance  at  school  camps,  but  the  Local  Authority  has  no 
details  of  these  and  they  are  not  included  in  the  Table. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Fifteen  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during 
the  year,  13  from  Whitehaven  Hospital,  one  from  Working- 
ton  Infirmary,  and  one  from  home  address.  This  gives  a 
rate  per  1,000  total  births  of  28.8,  as  compared  with  18.16 
for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum 
No  case  was  notified. 

Pneumonia 

Six  cases  of  Acute  Primaiy  or  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
were  notified.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  population  was  0.21  as 
compared  with  0.60  for  the  country  as  a whole.  On  the 
other  hand  there  were  14  deaths — giving  a death  rate  of  0.49 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  0.48  for  England  and  Wales. 

Erysipelas 

Three  cases  were  notified,  giving  a rate  of  o.io,  as 
against  a rate  of  0.12  per  1,000  of  population  for  the  whole 
country.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles 

1,01 1 cases  were  notified,  as  against  61  the  previous 
year.  This  gives  a rate  of  35.33  per  1,000  of  population, 
compared  with  3.32  for  the  whole  country.  There  was  one 
death. 

Whooping  Cough 

210  cases  were  notified,  as  against  118  the  previous  year. 
This  gives  a rate  of  7.34  per  1,000  of  population,  compared 
with  2.39  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

One  case  was  notified.  This  case  was  treated  in  hos- 
pital but  died  there.  Another  child  died  in  hospital  and  was 
certified  as  having  died  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever,  but  was  not 
notified.  The  incidence  rate  was  0.03  per  1,000,  the  same  as 
that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  was  notified  and  confirmed  as  a non-paralytic 
case.  The  incidence  rate  for  confirmed  cases  was  0.03  per 
1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  o.oi  for  the  country 
as  a whole. 
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IL— CANCER. 


There  were  44  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1954  — 21 
males  and  23  females,  a decrease  of  9 as  compared  with  the 
figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  mortality  rate  was  1.54 
per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  2.04  for 
the  country  as  a whole. 


The  sites  of  the  primary  lesions  in  the  two  groups  were 
as  follows : — 


Males 

Bronchus 

Lung  

Chest  Wall 
Stomach  ... 
Abdominal  Wall 
Colon 
Rectum 
Bladder 
Prostate  ... 

Ear 


Females 
5 Stomach  ... 

3 Liver 

I Colon 

3 Breast 

I Ovary 

I Uterus 

3 Vagina 

1 Hand 

2 
I 

21 


5 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

I 

I 
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The  average  age  at  death  of  all  cases  was  64  years,  the 
figure  being  65  for  males  and  63  for  females,  and  the  ages 
ranged  from  40  to  90  in  the  males,  and  from  47  to  86  in  the 
females. 
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III.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

IV.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  District  during  1954 : — 


New  Cases  ; Death-^ 


A 1 

Periods  i 

Hesj'iratory 

Noil-Respiratory  , 

Kespii'atory 

Non-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male  1 

Feuiale  j 

Male 

Female 

Male  : 

Female 

0-  1 i 

0 

0 ^ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 — S I 

0 

3 1 

0 1 

0 ‘ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

S-tO  ' 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10-  ir.  ' 

2 

3 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15-20 

4 

4 

J 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

20-- 25 

1 

2 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

25—35 

3 

10 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

35—45 

5 

1 

0 

0 

I 1 

0 

0 

0 

45—55 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55-65 

10 

1 

1 

0 

1 ^ 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 

iipwiirds 

4 

0 

! 

1 

; 0 

1 

’ 0 

] 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

! .54 

1 25 

! 6 

7 

1 

4 

( 

2 

1 0 

i 

New  Cases 


New  cases  numbered  72 — 59  Respiratory  and  13  Non- 
Respiratory.  The  total  number  was  7 mm  re  than  for  the 
previous  year — the  Respiratory  cases  being  2 less  and  the 
Non-Respiratoiy  9 more.  Included  in  the  total  is  i case 
notified  from  H.M.  Forces  and  2 deaths  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified. 

The  distribution  of  primar)/  notifications  by  age  and  sex 
is  somewhat  noteworthy.  Of  the  females,  89%  were  under 
35  years  of  age,  as  compared  with  33%  of  the  males.  This  is 
partly  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  middle-aged  and 
elderly  iron-ore  miners  or  ex-miners  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  and  silicosis. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Tuberculosis — 3 less  than  in 
the  year  before. 

The  death  rate  from  Tuberculosis  was  0.35  per  1,000  of 
population — a decrease  for  the  year  of  o.ii,  but  still  almost 
double  the  rate  for  the  whole  country. 

During  1954,  2,500  persons  were  X-rayed  in  the  Enner- 
dale  Rural  District,  and  16  active  and  78  inactive  new  cases 
were  discovered  by  this  means. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurred  in  4 parishes  only  as 
shown  below:  — 


PARISH 

Respiratory 

Non -Respiratory 

Total  Rate 
per  1000 

Est.  Pop’i’n 

Deaths 

Ra  te  per  1,000 
Est.  Pop’l’n 

Deaths 

1 Rate  per  1,000 
j Est.  Pop’l’n 

! 

Oleator  Moor 

2 

0.31 

1 

0.16 

0.47 

Egremont 

5 

0.80 



0.80 

Arlecdon  and 

Frizington 

1 

0.24 

— 

0.24 

Distington 

1 

0.40 

0.40 

Fnnerdale  R.D. 

8 

0.28 

2 

0.07 

0.35 

Two,  or  20%  of  the  deaths  were  not  previous!}/  notified. 

In  all  such  cases  an  explanation  was  asked  for  from  the  prac- 
titioner concerned. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  the  average  annual  death  rate 
per  1,000  of  population  by  five-year  periods  since  1936,  with 
the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  actual 
figures  since  1950 ; — 


Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuber 

eulosis  (all  forms). 

Year 

Groups 

i 

Ennerdale 

Eiiglaud 
and  Wales. 
Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Ennerdale 

England 
and  Wales 
Death 
Rate  T.)er 
1,000 

Average 
Aunil)er  of 
Deatlis. 

1 

Average 
Rato  per 
1,000. 

Average 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Average  ' 
Rate  per 
1,000. 

1936-40 

27.2 

1.03 

0.56 

36.2 

1.34 

0.67 

1941—45 

25.4 

0.94 

0.55 

32.2 

1.19 

0.66 

1946—50 

23.8 

0.84 

0.42 

27.6 

) 

0.98 

0.48 

1951 

17 

0.57 

0.28 

19 

0.64 

0.32 

1952 

7 

0.24 

0.21 

10 

1 

0.35 

0.24 

1953 

12 

0.42 

0.18 

13 

0.46 

0.20 

1954 

8 

0.28 

0.16 

) 

10 

0.35 

0.18 
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The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who 
received  Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  are  shown  in 
the  following  Table : — 

SANATORIUM  TREATMENT. 


In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1964. 

Admitted 

Dis- 

cliarged. 

Died. 

In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1955 

Pulmonary  Cases  : 

Men  

6 

27 

16 

— 

17 

Women  

12 

13 

17 

1 

7 

Boys  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Girls  

1 

3 

2 

2 

Non-Pulmonj^ry  Cases: 

Men  

3 

i 

0 

Women  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Boys  

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Girls  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Observation  Cases: 

Males 

2 

2 

1 

- — 

3 

Females  

3 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Total 

27 

51 

39 

1 

38 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1954  was:  — 


Respiratory — Males 

— Females 

Non-Respiratory — Males 

— Females 


189 

156 

66 

59 


Total 


470 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1954. 
Housing. 

The  re-housing  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  by  a 
points  scheme  continues.  Thirteen  priority  cases  were 
re-housed  during  the  year. 

Complaints  have  continued  to  be  dealt  with  by  letters. 
Informal  notices  being  sent  only  when  statutory  action  is 
contemplated. 

I.— INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES 
DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  741 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  .. . ...  ...  941 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  223 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  291 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  735 

2.— REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  Dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  informal 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  19 
Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  37 

3.— ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

{a)  By  Owners  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  nil 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  ii  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Undertakings  were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  6 

(4)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  5 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : . — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

4.— HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV— OVERCROWDING. 

(^?)  (i)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  23 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  167 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  10 
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5— HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  made  for  improvement 

grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  Dwell inghouses  for  which  grants 

were  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(3)  Number  of  Dwellinghouses  improved  in  con- 
sequence ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Of  the  above  applications  two  failed  to  comply  with  the 
standard  required. 

REPAIRS  TO  DWELLINGHOUSES. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Internal : 


Sculleries : — 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Bedrooms : — 

Ceiling  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

External  : 

Chimney  Stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Eaves  Gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Main  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls  3 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Service  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Yards  ...  i 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

Bathrooms  installed 
Baths  installed 

External  water  closets  installed 
Food  stores  built 
Hot  water  systems  installed 
Houses  drained  to  septic  tanks 
Internal  water  closets  installed 
Lavatory  basins  installed  ... 
Sculleries  built 
Sinks  installed 
Wash-houses  built  ... 


24 

24 

3 

I 

24 

10 

27 

23 

4 

I 

I 
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The  various  schemes  for  the  provision  of  houses  within 
the  Council’s  area  and  progress  effected  up  to  the  year  end 


are  shown  in 

the  following  table  : - 

• 

No.  of  houses 

Progress  made  to 

Parish. 

in  scheme. 

December,  1954. 

Egremont 

174 

Scheme  completed. 

Cleator  Moor 

61 

Scheme  completed. 

Beckermet 

4 

Scheme  completed. 

Egremont 

6 

Scheme  completed. 

Cleator  Moor 

40 

4 houses  completed. 

Site  wmrks  completed. 

Frizington 

4 A.P.B. 

Scheme  proceeding. 

FILTHY  AND  VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Thirty-eight  inspections  were  made  to  thirty-three 
houses.  The  method  of  dealing  with  verminous  premises  by 
supplying  insecticides,  instructing  occupiers  in  their  use  and 
in  the  general  principle  of  hygiene  continues. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Distribution : 

Number  of  registered  dairies  ...  ...  6 
Number  of  registered  distributors  ...  7 


(b)  Sampling  of  Milk  : 

The  scheme  whereby  the  duty  of  the  County  Council  of 
taking  samples  from  the  Pasteurising  plant  and  persons  retail- 
ing milk  from  non-Tuberculin  Tested  herds  was  undertaken 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  area  continues. 


Forty-three  samples  for  T.B.  have  been  taken,  one  being 
returned  positive. 


Of  the  seventeen  samples  taken  for  Phosphatase  and 
B.  Coli  tests  from  the  Pasteurising  plant  all  were  satisfactory. 
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(c)  Food  Inspections : 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  type  of 
premises  in  the  area  to  which  the  provision  of  Section  13  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  might  properly  be  applied:  — 


Premises. 

Number. 

Inspections. 

Butchers 

20 

117 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ... 

3 

I 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ... 

20 

35 

Grocers 

1 15 

32 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

21 

. . . — 

Confectioners 

33 

— 

Restaurants 

85 

9 

Hotels  and  Inns 

log 

14 

Bakehouses 

Ice  Cream  Premises— 

22 

37 

[a)  Manufacturers 

2 

II 

[h]  Retailers 

68 

8 

Two  applications  were  considered  during  the  year  to 
manufacture  and/or  preserve  food;  both  were  granted. 

Seven  applications  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  by  retail  were 
received,  all  of  which  were  granted. 

Eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken,  all  of  which  were 
Grade  I. 


Contravention  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  byelaws 
have  been  dealt  with  informally  and  a considerable  number 
of  improvements  effected  through  co-operation  with  the 
persons  concerned. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  condemned 


as  unsatisfactory : — 

Commodity . 

Meat 

Fruit 

Vegetables  . . . 
Milk 

Preserves 

Fish 

Cereals 

Miscellaneous 


Weight  in  Pounds. 

603! 

1841 

652 

564 

165-1- 

4i 

344 

41-1- 
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Slaughterhouses : 

Nine  applications  for  slaughterhouse  licences  were 
received.  One  application  was  refused  and  consideration  of 
the  remainder  was  adjourned,  the  applicants  being  notihed 
of  the  works  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  were  neces- 
sary to  make  the  premises  satisfactory. 

The  required  works  were  carried  out  on  three  premises 
and  these  were  licensed,  the  time  allowed  for  the  execution 
of  the  works  on  the  remaining  premises  has  expired. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases 
inspected  and  condemned  : — 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


( )xen 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pi  as 

Number  killed 

356 

— 

Not  Known 

353 

Number  inspected  ... 

356 

— 

550 

353 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  infected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

“ 

92 

— 

69 

25 

26.1 

12.5 

7.0 

Tuberculosis  only  ... 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

19 

— 

3 

5.3 

— 

— 

.8 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  following  shows  in  tabular  form  diseases  found  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and  the  amount  of  meat  affected  and 
destroyed : — 

Weight  in  Pounds. 


Distomatosis 

Abscesses 

Decomposition 

Cirrhosis 

Hydatid  Cysts 

Bruising 

Blood  Extravasion 
Necrosis 

Verminous  Pneumonia 
Infarcts 


68 

103 

58I 

323 

4 

2 

5i 

43 

o 

o' 


Shops 

There  are  330  shops  in  the  area  of  which  186  inspections 
w'ere  made. 

Movable  Dwellings 

There  are  five  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  area  and 
eight  persons  were  granted  licences  to  station  caravans  for  a 
period  of  six  months.  Five  inspections  were  made  and  no 
offence  called  for  other  than  verbal  action. 
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Water  Supply 


Particulars 

of  the  number  of  houses  and 

the  estimated 

population  on 

public  s 

upplies  are 

shown  in 

the  following 

table : — 

Parish 

TVo.  of 
Houses 

No.  of  houses 

supplied  from  Estimated 

Public  Water  Mains  : Population 

{a)  Direct  (b)  Stand-pipes  Supplied 

Arlecdon  and 

Frizington 

1204 

1174 

10 

4247 

Cleator  Moor 

1874 

1856 

— 

6411 

Distington 

715 

698 

— 

2493 

Egremont 

2112 

2103 

— 

6213 

Ennerdale  and 
Kinniside 

87 

26 

91 

Gosforth 

228 

194 

— 

679 

Haile 

54 

39 

— 

126 

Lamplugh 

217 

2C0 

— 

700 

Lowca 

296 

263 

3 

931 

Lowside  Quarter  130 

64 

— 

224 

Moresby 

289 

256 

6 

917 

NetherWasdale 

41 

— 

— 

— 

Parton 

368 

354 

5 

1395 

Ponsonby 

26 

23 

— 

218 

Rottington 

17 

15 

— 

85 

St.  Bees 

324 

318 

— 

1036 

St.  Bridget 

184 

149 

— 

521 

St.  John 

338 

335 

2 

1151 

Weddicar 

120 

103 

10 

478 

Four  samples  of  water,  as  supplied  to  the  parishes  from 
the  various  sources  subject  to  examination  by  the  County 
Analyst,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Ten  houses  were  converted  from  the  conservancy  system 
to  water  carriage:  — 


Drained  to : 
Main  Septic 

Sewer  Tank 

— I 


— I 

^ 

— I 

— I 

Nil  10 

Refuse  CoUeciion  and  Disposal 

Eight  refuse  tips  are  in  use  in  the  area,  all  of  which 
leave  much  to  be  desired.  Whilst  soil  from  housing  sites, 
when  available,  has  been  used  for  surfacing  with  some  im- 
provement, these  measures  could  only  be  described  as  pal- 
liative. The  appropriate  remedy  is  a minimum  of  controlled 
tips. 


Parish 

Arlecdon  and  Frizington 

Cleator  Moor 

Distington 

Lamplugh 

i\Ioresby 

St.  Bridget 

St.  John 


Private  contractors  employed  on  the  collection  of  refuse 
and  privy  contents  have  continued  to  deal  with  65  outlying 
properties  distributed  in  the  following  parishes : — Egremont  6, 
Arlecdon  and  Frizington  45,  Weddicar  4,  and  Moresby  10. 

The  following  table  is  a summary  of  inspections  carried 
out  not  appearing  in  another  part  of  this  report  and  not 
calling  for  special  comments : — 


Water  Supply 

...  412 

New  Drainage 

...  132 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

II 

Public  Conveniences 

5 

Refuse  Collection 

46 

Refuse  Disposal 

96' 

Building  Byelaws 

III 

Nuisances 

84 

Sewerage 

113 

Enquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

q6 

Visits  re  Disinfection 

68 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

147 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 
I.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES 


N timber  of : — 

Written  Prosecu- 

Premises.  Register  Inspections  Notices  tions 

(1)  Factories  without 

Mechanical  power  22  7 — 

(2)  Factories  with 

Mechanical  power  77  5^  — — 

(3)  Other  Premises  i — — — 


100  63 


-DEFECTS  EOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 
AND  WORKPLACES 

Number  of  cases  in  which  Defects  were:  — 

Found  Remedied  Referred  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H .M.  Prose- 
Inspector  Inspector  cations 


3 


Particulars 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  ...  — 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  — 

Inadequate 
Ventilation  ...  — 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  Floors  ...  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient  i 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective  2 

(c)  Not  separated 

for  Sexes  ...  2 

Other  Offences  ...  6 


6 


Totals  14 


9 
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